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KJ 2 KJ: Interview with Bill Ramsey, 
former karaoke host at Powell s Pub 

by Amber Fellows, Isaac Levine, Ruby Monceaux, and Aaron Apsey 


Author's Note: ‘KJ’ is an abbreviation of ‘karaoke jockey * 

F or over a decade, you could find Bill 
Ramsey hosting karaoke on Thursday 
and Saturday nights at Powell's Pub on 
North Huron Street in Ypsilanti ‘Bill's 
Karaoke' provided a much-loved evening 
landing spot for a diverse crowd: karaoke die- 
hards, EMU alumni, military, students, and 
folks from the neighborhood would arrive in 
the house-turned-bar after work to grab a 
drink and sing country-western, hip hop, 80's 
hits, and devotional love songs to the 



backdrop of a shiny and unwieldy laserdisc rig 
and two CRT TVs. One TV displayed lyrics to 
sing along to, and the other displayed a 
montage of confusingly nostalgic, low-budget 
videos of anonymous actors in loose 
narratives accompanying each song. Week 
after week, Bill's Karaoke was a reliable spot 
to tap into the pulse of one comer of Ypsi's 
nightlife. 

Earlier this year, Bill announced he would 
be phasing out his laserdisc rig and 
introducing digital karaoke. Soon after that 
announcement, Bill unexpectedly disappeared 
and was replaced with a younger gent who 
used computers instead of laserdiscs. What’s 
Left contributors were going to Powell's and 
wondering, like in Fargo, ‘was Bill ever really 
here?' Eerily, no one at Powell's, or at 
McShane's where Bill also hosted karaoke, 
seemed to know how to reach him. What on 
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the dirt off me before heading over to karaoke. 
And coming home from karaoke, I'd almost 
fall asleep at the stoplight at around 3 a.m. 

AF: What time would you get up in the 
morning to dig egresses? 

BR: Usually about 5 or 6 in the morning 

AF: So you'd sleep for about two hours? 

BR: Yeah ... that only lasted for about three 
years. [Authors note: wow react ] 

AF: Did you work only in Ypsi? 

BR: No I've worked all over—Monroe 
Community College, Scone's in Westland, 
Buffalo Wild Wings, the Mobile Lounge, 
Eastern, Kicker's Youth Lounge, the bowling 
alley in Saline, Wiard’s, Kavill’s... Some nights 
I would set up two systems. I would be at 
Kicker's until 10 p.m. and then I'd run over to 


Lt. Governor 
Garlin Gilchrist II 
Stops in Ypsilanti 

by Desirae Simmons 

^ 

O n October 4, Lt. Governor Garlin 
Gilchrist II hosted a pair of meetings 
at the Parkridge Community Center. 
Ypsilanti was the seventh stop on his tour 
around the state for the Thriving Cities Tour: 
Improving the quality of life in Michigan's 
urban centers. We were told that the 
Governor's office is looking to create a policy 
agenda in certain areas for every level of 
government to work together. Earlier that 
week I had received an email inviting me to 
the event with a link to a survey I needed to 
complete as my RSVP. The survey focused on 
areas of affordable housing generational 
economic opportunity, environmental quality 
and justice, kids in cities, mobility and transit. 
Even with the small survey sample size, 
affordable housing was named as the highest 
priority for our community by far with 73% 
of respondents scoring it as our first or second 


priority. Lt. Governor Gilchrist said that 
Ypsilanti was the first community on his stop 
that rated affordable housing as its top 
priority, though we wouldn't be the last as 
Lansing and Kalamazoo also named affordable 
housing as their top priorities. For Ypsilanti, 
generational economic opportunity was the 
second top priority at 13%. After sharing 
some information about what our survey 
results were and how they fit into the 
Michigan landscape, we were asked to share 
solutions to the issues in these areas without 
regard to current feasibility. 

Ideas from the Audience 

The following are paraphrased and 
condensed comments. You can view the 
Facebook Live video on the Lt Governor's 
page for the complete presentation. 

• Mayor Beth Bashert believes we need to fix 
the flawed funding model from the state. She 
mentioned that Ypsilanti has a Brownfield 
(Water Street) that could be developed with 
dense housing with some funding support 
from other levels of government 

• Edward shared that the Nexus Pipeline 
| project has disrupted a habitat and has... 
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DacKarop or a sniny ana unwieiay laseraisc rig 
and two CRT TVs. One TV displayed lyrics to 
sing along to, and the other displayed a 
montage of confusingly nostalgic, low-budget 
videos of anonymous actors in loose 
narratives accompanying each song. Week 
after week, Bills Karaoke was a reliable spot 
to tap into the pulse of one comer of Ypsi’s 
nightlife. 

Earlier this year, Bill announced he would 
be phasing out his laserdisc rig and 
introducing digital karaoke. Soon after that 
announcement, Bill unexpectedly disappeared 
and was replaced with a younger gent who 
used computers instead of laserdiscs. What’s 
Left contributors were going to Powell’s and 
wondering, like in Fargo, ‘was Bill ever really 
here?’ Eerily, no one at Powell’s, or at 
McShane’s where Bill also hosted karaoke, 
seemed to know how to reach him. What on 
earth happened to laserdisc Bill? We at What’s 
Left had to find out, and so we did—after 
finally reaching Bill on the phone, we set up a 
date to meet at the McDonald's on Michigan 
Ave. Interviewers and Bill’s Karaoke-heads 
Amber Fellows and Aaron Apsey, along with 
fellow karaoke hosts Ruby Monceaux and 
Isaac Levine, spent an hour with Bill to glean 
some wisdom from one of the most generous 
and welcoming karaoke hosts there is. We 
spent that hour with Bill discussing fair 
karaoke practices, his laserdisc setup, and 
Ypsi’s local karaoke stars. 


Amber Fellows: Bill, after you left it was 
definitely like: ‘This is a big deal—we need 
to interview BilL’ 

Bill Ramsey: I didn’t want to tell anyone 
that I was leaving. I didn’t want anyone to 
make a fuss or nothing like that, so I just kind 
of quietly left... [Since then] every time I’d 
hear a [certain] song on the radio—I’d think 
of everyone who’d sang that particular song. 

AF: We get it but... people noticed. 

BR: To begin with, I retired and I can only 
earn so much money. And I have a day job so 
I cut [karaoke] out so I wouldn’t earn too much 
money. I have another job digging egresses, 
and I used to do karaoke every night except 
Monday, so I’d be working 7 days a week. 

Isaac Levine: You mean working 13 days 
a week. 

BR: [Laughs.] Yeah, pretty much. If we dug 
too many egresses in a day I would have 
barely enough time to take a shower and get 


the dirt off me before heading over to karaoke. 
And coming home from karaoke, I’d almost 
fall asleep at the stoplight at around 3 a.m. 

AF: What time would you get up in the 
morning to dig egresses? 

BR: Usually about 5 or 6 in the morning. 

AF: So you’d sleep for about two hours? 

BR: Yeah ... that only lasted for about three 
years. [Authors note: wow react ] 

AF: Did you work only in Ypsi? 

BR: No I’ve worked all over—Monroe 
Community College, Scone’s in Westland, 
Buffalo Wild Wings, the Mobile Lounge, 
Eastern, Kicker’s Youth Lounge, the bowling 
alley in Saline, Wiard’s, Kavill’s... Some nights 
I would set up two systems. I would be at 
Kicker’s until 10 p.m. and then I’d run over to 
the Mobile Lounge from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. on 
Friday nights. 

AF: How long did you work at Powell’s? 

BR: Honestly, I can’t remember how long 
its been. Rick and Debby were the owners 
then but now Tony took over, and I’d like a 
big shoutout to go to Tony because I 
appreciated the opportunity. All the waitresses 
were really nice to me like Shelly, Christine, 
Desirae, Amanda, Angela, Jamie... 

AF: You know everybody! So where did 
you grow up? 

BR: I didn’t grow up far from here; I grew 
up in Westland. [I] graduated from John 
Glenn High School. 

AF: How did you get started hosting 
karaoke? 

BR: The guy I grew up with is Dave 
Holloway of Cadillac Karaoke. He had karaoke 
when karaoke first started. He asked me to 
work for him, and I said 'sure’ 

“There’s a song in the 
book for everybody.” 

—Bill Ramsey 

AF: Did you find you were naturally 
inclined to hosting? 

BR: To be honest with you, I was way too 
shy to get up in front of people. That’s 
everyone’s biggest fear... 

Continued on page 6 \ 
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Lawn Police 

by Alice Lesemann-Elliott 


M embers of the Ypsilanti community 
often struggle to meet their comm¬ 
unity’s standards for lawn maint¬ 
enance. One renter described to me how her 
landlord had given her a lawnmower but 
refused to provide any other equipment, like a 
weed-whipper or hedge trimmer. So, she was 
forced to cut her grass by hand, with scissors. 
Usually she had to cut it at night, as she was a 
single mother working full-time and going to 
nursing school. If she forgot, or didn’t have 
time, the city would send her a warning or a 
ticket. Another resident received several 
notices: not from the city, but rather from a 
"concerned neighbor” who posted typed 
notices on her door about her lawn and 
garden. And yet another resident had a similar 
experience with another neighbor who 
complained to the city’s compliance officers 
about their lawn—except the lawn wasn’t 
actually out of compliance. 

This is a harmful form of community 
policing, and the vast majority of it is done by 
white middle- and upper-class landowners 
who have the time and resources to complain. 
It echoes the oppressive structures that play 
out in other areas of society: white managers 
prevent Black workers from wearing 
dreadlocks or Afros in "professional environ¬ 
ments,” or cis men and women prevent trans 
women from using women’s restrooms. In a 
similar sense, lawns are a way for private 
property owners and higher-income people to 
police the behavior of lower-income people. 

A close-cropped monoculture 
of turf grass provides almost 
no habitat for critical wildlife 
—like pollinators! 

Most people would mow their lawn if they 
could, especially if they’re surrounded by the 
kinds of "concerned neighbors” described 
earlier. But maybe they’re disabled, or a single 
parent, or they’re working fifty hours a week 
to pay for the increasingly expensive rents of 
Ypsi. (Or all of the above.) Shaming or 
ticketing them certainly won’t help. If your 
neighbor’s lawn bothers you, instead of 


The Environmental Impact of Lawns 

As we face the oncoming impacts of cli¬ 
mate change, it makes less sense to continue 
having a lawn. Lawn mowers, weed-whackers, 
and other gas-powered equipment burns fossil 
fuels, releasing greenhouse gases and other 
pollutants. When it rains, fertilizers and 
herbicides run off from lawns into the sewer 
system, which carries them to the Huron Riv¬ 
er, poisoning aquatic plants and wildlife. And 
a close-cropped monoculture of turf grass 
provides almost no habitat for critical wildlife 
—like pollinators!—that we rely on as part of a 
healthy, diverse ecosystem. Ironically, Ypsilanti 
is supposedly a “Bee City USA” participant- 
meaning that we’re “committed to addressing 
pollinator issues,” among other things. How 
can we call ourselves a pollinator-friendly city 
when we’re so obsessed with maintaining our 
lawns? 

Fortunately, alternatives to the traditional 
lawn exist! These alternatives fall roughly into 
three categories. The end of this article 
includes a list of websites with more detailed 
instructions for lawn replacement, and a list of 
places where these seeds can be purchased. 

1. Native plantings. This involves purchasing 
a mix of seeds native to the area that are 
pest-resistant, drought-tolerant, and easy 
to maintain. This is the most ecologically 
sound approach, as the plants will also 
provide a range of services to our local 
ecosystem. 

2. Eco-friendly turfgrass. Many companies 
sell low-maintenance grass seed mixes 
designed to mimic the appearance of a 
lawn, but require very little water, 
fertilizer, or mowing. Like option #1, these 
seeds are also native, and provide 
ecosystem services. 

3. Unmowed grass, left to grow wild with 
minimal weeding and general maintenance. 
This may be the best option for many 
residents, who cannot afford the time, 
energy, or money that’s required to compl¬ 
etely replace their lawn. Even if this results 
in the growth of what some may consider 
unsightly weeds, or non-native species, it is 
certainly much better than a traditional 
lawn—and you will probably end up with 
plenty of beautiful native species too! 

Shaming each other for our lawn care is not 
only problematic, but illogical as well. If you 



City Council 
Ticker 


compiled by Brian Geiringer 


D uring public meetings of the Ypsi City 
Council and Commissions, there are 
various points at which members of 
the public are invited to speak. Individuals are 
typically allotted 3 minutes to speak near the 
beginning and end of the meeting. Audience 
Participation is a space for residents to air 
concerns that are recorded into public 
record, and it is often one of the best places 
for important issues in the community to gain 
notice more widely. Not surprisingly, AP is 
often dominated by the concerns of the most 
privileged in our community. The City 
Council ticker exists in part as an effort 
toward demystifying the process to those 
who have never set foot in City Hall. 


Information below can be found on the city 
website, by clicking on the minutes icon 


(green checkmark) at < 

All Citv Count'll mcetinirN are now live- 


ownership and privilege. Morgan adds that 
fewer than 15 of Detroit’s over 300 marijuana 
facilities are Black-owned. 

Staffing -*- 

On July 16 Kari Burton is appointed the 
new Dangerous Buildings Officer. 

Appointments to Boards & Commissions 

On July 2 City Council votes to approve 
three current Ann Arbor residents, Ben 
Harrington, Andy French, and Andy O’Neal, 
to the Ypsilanti Downtown Development 
Authority Board. Councilmember Morgan 
asked how many people from Ann Arbor are 
on the YDDA. Mayor Bashert stated that there 
are two others from Ann Arbor who are 
business owners in the YDDA 

On July 16 Kyle Hunter states during 
audience participation that he is curious about 
approving non-residents to boards and 
commissions. Mayor Bashert responds that the 
applicant owns a business in the downtown 
district and that this is a reappointment. A 
non-resident needs a supermajority approval 
from council to be appointed, while a resident 
only needs a simple majority. 

































ments, or cis men and women prevent trans 
women from using women's restrooms. In a 
similar sense, lawns are a way for private 
property owners and higher-income people to 
police the behavior of lower-income people. 

A close-cropped monoculture 
of turf grass provides almost 
no habitat for critical wildlife 
—like pollinators! 

Most people would mow their lawn if they 
could, especially if they're surrounded by the 
kinds of “concerned neighbors" described 
earlier. But maybe they're disabled, or a single 
parent, or they're working fifty hours a week 
to pay for the increasingly expensive rents of 
Ypsi. (Or all of the above.) Shaming or 
ticketing them certainly won't help. If your 
neighbor's lawn bothers you, instead of 
complaining to them, consider offering to 
mow their lawn for them, or loaning them the 
power tools that they need, or asking how you 
can make that job easier for them. What better 
way to become friends with your neighbors? 

The Legality of Lawns 

Unfortunately, our city's code of conduct 
encourages us to judge our neighbors for their 
lawns. Ypsi’s Code of Ordinances states, in 
section 110-80, that “the existence of grass, 
weeds, and brush more than ten inches in 
height ... provides a hiding place for vermin, is 
unsightly and unkempt, and is more likely to 
be a dumping ground for trash than other¬ 
wise." Violating this ordinance is a municipal 
civil infraction, with a fine of S50-S300. This 
ordinance implies that unmaintained, un¬ 
trimmed lawns lead to higher crime rates, 
more diseases, and general societal chaos. It 
echoes the popular theory of broken windows 
policing: the idea that signs of crime like 
vandalism and broken windows creates a 
conducive environment for more crime. 

This ordinance presumes overgrown lawns 
are presumed to be just as attractive to 
skunks, raccoons, and even human predators 
as a needle-filled empty lot. But these are not 
equivalent Most animals would rather live in 
restaurant dumpsters or park trash cans; not 
near a households' neglected lawn. But just 
like broken window policing, this policy has 
led to bullying by predominantly middle- and 
upper-class residents against lower-income 
residents who are often people of color. 


2. Eco-friendly turfgrass. Many companies 
sell low-maintenance grass seed mixes 
designed to mimic the appearance of a 
lawn, but require very little water, 
fertilizer, or mowing. Like option #1, these 
seeds are also native, and provide 
ecosystem services. 

3. Unmowed grass, left to grow wild with 
minimal weeding and general maintenance. 
This may be the best option for many 
residents, who cannot afford the time, 
energy, or money that's required to compl¬ 
etely replace their lawn. Even if this results 
in the growth of what some may consider 
unsightly weeds, or non-native species, it is 
certainly much better than a traditional 
lawn—and you will probably end up with 
plenty of beautiful native species too! 

Shaming each other for our lawn care is not 
only problematic, but illogical as well. If you 
are concerned about your neighbor's lawn but 
don't feel comfortable talking to them, I 
encourage readers to reach out to me about 
how to have neighborhood conversations. I am 
also always happy to explore options for 
replacing your lawn with one of the 
alternatives mentioned above. Together, we 
can build stronger communities and stronger 
ecosystems! XSk 

Alice Lesemann-Elliott is a local ecologist and 
environmental manager. She can be reached at 
aliceell(a)umich.edu . 


A guide to replacing your lawn with an alternative: 

nrdc.org/stories/more-sustainable-and-beautiful- 

altematives-grass-lawn 

content.yardmap.org / learn / installing-maintaining - 

native-lawn 

plantnative. orgl how_siteprep. htm 


Where to purchase mixes for alternative lawns: 

michiganwildflowerfarm.com/seed-mixes-and- 

cover-crop/ecoturf 

michiganwildflowerfarm. com /seed-mixes-and- 

cover-crop/nativegrassmix 

annarbor.wildones.org/local-plants 
nativeconnections.net /blog/?page_id= 1437 


D uring public meetings of the Ypsi City 
Council and Commissions, there are 
various points at which members of 
the public are invited to speak. Individuals are 
typically allotted 3 minutes to speak near the 
beginning and end of the meeting. Audience 
Participation is a space for residents to air 
concerns that are recorded into public 
record, and it is often one of the best places 
for important issues in the community to gain 
notice more widely. Not surprisingly, AP is 
often dominated by the concerns of the most 
privileged in our community. The City 
Council ticker exists in part as an effort 
toward demystifying the process to those 
who have never set foot in City Hall. 

Information below can be found on the city 
website, by clicking on the minutes icon 

All City Council meetings are now live- 
streamed as well as audio recorded. 

The city council ticker below is organized 
by topic area. 

Racial Equity and Representation 

On Sept 24 Mayor Bashert states that she 
is "making changes" to the makeup of comm¬ 
issions "with an eye to the demographics of 
the people", that "the What's Left article... is 
violently inaccurate and including having 
some outright mistruths stated by some of the 
folks that were interviewed in it" and that 
"that would explain why [the article is] not 
really getting traction." 

Mayor Pro-Tem Allen-Richardson then 
asks Mayor Bashert why ex-Planning Comm¬ 
issioner and Black Ward 1 resident Toi Dennis 
was not reappointed, to which Mayor Bashert 
responds that “it involves personal inform¬ 
ation" 

Mayor Bashert did not respond to a request 
for comment on the matter while the article 
was being written, and when a member of 
What's Left invites her to respond during the 
meeting, Bashert responds that she is "not 
interested." 

On Sept 24 Councilmember Morgan 
states that although he appreciates the medical 
marijuana businesses in Ypsi, medical mari¬ 
juana is meant to increase inequity, further 
discontent, and that it's completely imbalanced 
across the country. He states that while some 
people are pleading for safety and crumbs, 
other people are pleading for continued 


new Dangerous Buildings Officer. 

Appointments to Boards & Commissions 

On July 2 City Council votes to approve 
three current Ann Arbor residents, Ben 
Harrington, Andy French, and Andy O'Neal, 
to the Ypsilanti Downtown Development 
Authority Board. Councilmember Morgan 
asked how many people from Ann Arbor are 
on the YDDA. Mayor Bashert stated that there 
are two others from Ann Arbor who are 
business owners in the YDDA. 

On July 16 Kyle Hunter states during 
audience participation that he is curious about 
approving non-residents to boards and 
commissions. Mayor Bashert responds that the 
applicant owns a business in the downtown 
district and that this is a reappointment. A 
non-resident needs a supermajority approval 
from council to be appointed, while a resident 
only needs a simple majority. 

On July 16 Jared Talaga is reappointed to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals, Ylondia Portis is 
reappointed to the Downtown Development 
Authority, and Julia Collins is newly appointed 
to the Parks and Recreation Commission, 

On August 27 Athena Johnson is appoint¬ 
ed to the Downtown Development Authority, 
and Michael Davis Jr. is appointed to the 
Planning Commission. 

On Sept 24 Amy Swift is appointed to the 
Historic District Commission, and Liano 
Sharon is appointed to the Human Relations 
Commission. 

On Sept 24 City Council receives a 
resolution from the Human Relations Comm¬ 
ission recommending the adoption of a 
transparent commission appointment process 
that makes submitted applications publicly 
available. On Oct 15 the resolution is 
approved by council, with Councilmember 
Symmans alone in voting against the 
resolution. 

Heritage Fest- 

On July 2 City Council approves the 
sponsorship of the 2019 Heritage Festival 
(now known Ypsi Fest) in the amount of 
$5,500. The sponsorship takes the form of 
waived event fees. During discussion, 
Councilmember Nicole Brown asks what the 
policy regarding youth attendance is this year, 
and Mayor Pro-Tem Allen-Richardson states 
that she cannot support sponsorship if youth 
are not allowed without an adult. 
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Peace House 

by Sheri Wander and Lauren Tatarsky 


T he Catholic Worker Movement began in 
May 1933 when a journalist named 
Dorothy Day and a philosopher teamed 
to publish and distribute a radical newspaper 
called “The Catholic Worker.” Grounded in the 
belief in the dignity of every person their 
movement committed itself to nonviolence, 
voluntary poverty and the works of Mercy as 
a way of life. Soon Catholic Workers began 
opening “houses of hospitality” where those 
living on the margins would always be 
welcome. 

The movement has protested injustice, 
war, and violence in all forms. Today there are 
over 228 Catholic Worker communities in the 
US and in countries around the world, one of 
them right here in Ypsi. 

"I call it the love house 
because of the love you 
feel there.” —Mo 

Peace House Ypsi is a house of hospitality 
in the tradition of the Catholic Worker 
movement. Working in partnership with 
Mercy House (our sister house of hospitality 
in Ann Arbor ) we are a community providing 
hospitality to those on the margins and 
building the world we envision by living it. A 
world where, in the words of Peter Maurin “it 
is easier to be good.” 

Peace House Ypsi strives to incorporate 
core values of Peace, Forgiveness, Gratitude, 
Service and Love into all that we do. We seek 
to be a home that works with the wider 
community in which we find ourselves to 
meet the needs of that community and 
support each other in doing good work in the 
world. Our Mission is simply to love, and to 
love radically. Living in community and loving 
radically we heal ourselves and the world. 

Mo, a frequent guest, says, “The love and 
warmth I feel and receive from the comm¬ 
unity at Peace House makes it my home away 
from home. I call it the love house because of 
the love you feel there.” 

What We Do 

We provide short term overnight respite to 
those experiencing homelessness. Guests can 


of the new home. 

During Open hours (Drop in hours) guests 
can shower, do laundry, get a snack or a meal, 
and be in community. In creating the space for 
this we foster “peer mentoring” where those 
who have navigated the systems to access 
services can assist others in doing so. We 
provide resources and information in how to 
go about accessing services. 

“Be a good neighbor” is an important house 
expectation to that end we have a “little free 
library” and are working on a community 
garden and a tool lending library open to both 
guests and neighbors. 

We are working on a micro-loan program 
geared toward helping individuals gain the 
tools and resources to get back on their feet. 
Work boots and uniforms, the cost of taking 
the GED, or car repairs are a few of the 
examples of things that might be cost 
prohibitive for our friends and guests. 
Creating ways to make these tools accessible 
can support folks in moving forward. 

We provide support for those caught up in 
the criminal justice system and their families 
(birth and chosen) and friends. 

We organize and host educational and 
cultural events especially highlighting health 
and wellness as a way to build community 
among “homeless” and “homeful” folks. 

We create opportunities for folks often on 
the receiving end to “give back” through 
community service projects, work days and 
volunteer opportunities. XU 

As Peace House, Ypsi approaches our second year 
we are looking to broaden our base of financial 
support—a community house that is comm¬ 
unity supported. In particular we are looking for 
folks who want to be involved as sustainers by 
contributing monthly to expected on-going expenses, 
for example, utilities and food. Our friends at 
IOBY supported us in creating a crowdfunding 
website that directs all the money collected to Peace 
House. Please check it out and share widely ! 

ioby.org/proiectfpeace-house-ypsi 

As the sign on the door says, “We are a 
private home. We are not a shelter, an agency 
or an institution. We are friends, neighbors, 
fellow humans engaging in mutual aid; we are 
not professional caseworkers, therapists, social 
workers or "staff," We do our very best to be 
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Councilmember Morgan asks Heritage Festival 
Chair Les Heddle if the Heritage Festival 
committee reflects the community, to which 
Mr. Heddle responds that there are minority 
members of the committee. Heddle also 
explains that the additional security for the 
festival has increased its cost 

On July 16 Mayor Pro-Tern Allen- 
Richardson states that she has been inundated 
with residents upset that the City is 
supporting age discrimination by giving 
money to Heritage Fest. She adds that there 
are many youths in the city who do not have 
an adult to go with them. 

On Sept 10 City Council votes unani¬ 
mously to repeal the “Heritage Festival 
Ordinance,” discontinuing the City's future 
sponsorship of the festival. Councilmember 
Somerville states that this issue was brought 
up because of the youth restriction. Mayor 
Pro-Tern Allen-Richardson agrees that this 
festival should stand on its own, and that she 
does not support a festival that does not allow 
youth without an adult Councilmember 
Morgan states that a ban is not a solution and 
is interested in how the festival has affected 
local businesses. 

Rights for Renters & Equitable Development 

On July 16 City Council votes unani¬ 
mously to approve City Staff's recomm¬ 
endation to exercise their First Right of 
Refusal for the properties on 206-210 
Washington St. This means that prior to the 
property being auctioned by the County 
Treasurer, the City will purchase the 
property for an amount equal to the total 
value of the taxes, interest, and fees that 
have accumulated over the past three years 
it has been delinquent: about $100,000. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Allen-Richardson states 
that this would be a great opportunity to work 
with Avalon and provide affordable housing in 
the City, and County Treasurer Catherine 
McClary adds that Avalon provides case 
management for their residents. Economic 
Development Director Joe Meyers states that 
due to the age of the building, it is not feasible 
to have the entire building accessible, but that 


they will strive to have the building as 
accessible as possible. Ms. McClary notes that 
the City has emphasized senior housing. 

On Sept 24 Councilmember Symanns states 
that just because 82% of voters in Ypsilanti 
voted for recreational cannabis does not mean 
they voted for there to be places to sell it or 
use it. She states that she is not comfortable 
with Ypsilanti having places where people can 
go to legally consume cannabis. Council- 
member Somerville notes that such establish¬ 
ments are highly regulated spaces that create 
safe spaces for consumption, and that if 
landlords do not want their tenants to 
consume in their buildings, this could leave 
renters with no alternative for places to 
consume. She adds that many of Ypsilanti's 
residents are renters. Councilmember Symanns 
responds that she does not want to take power 
away from property owners. Council approves 
the amendment by a single vote. 

On Sept 24 Mayor Pro-Tern Lois Richard¬ 
son passes an amendment to the recreational 
marijuana permitting ordinance which ensures 
that applicants enter Community Benefits 
Agreements. 

On Aug 27 City Council unanimously 
approves an update to voting information 
provided to tenants upon occupancy as 
required by City ordinance. This update will 
reflect the changes made to Michigan Voting 
Law, following the voter support of Proposal 3 
in the November 2018 election. 

Human Relations Commission 

On Oct 15 City Council approves a 
transparency policy forwarded by the Human 
Relations Commission, making applications to 
boards and commissions publicly available 
information and sent to the board or 
commission being applied for. You can view 
the last year's worth of commission app¬ 
lications, and learn more about the City's 
boards and commissions at: 

cityofypsilanti.com /1 481 Boards-Commissions 

On Sept 24 during audience participation, 
Human Relations Chair Amber Fellows makes a 
formal request for reappointment. Fellows 
reports that her term ends on October 18th, and 
states concern mayor Bashert has broken 
precedent by failing to reappoint other... 

Continued on page 5 










world where, in the words of Peter Maunn it 
is easier to be good.” 

Peace House Ypsi strives to incorporate 
core values of Peace, Forgiveness, Gratitude, 
Service and Love into all that we do. We seek 
to be a home that works with the wider 
community in which we find ourselves to 
meet the needs of that community and 
support each other in doing good work in the 
world. Our Mission is simply to love, and to 
love radically. Living in community and loving 
radically we heal ourselves and the world. 

Mo, a frequent guest, says, “The love and 
warmth I feel and receive from the comm¬ 
unity at Peace House makes it my home away 
from home. I call it the love house because of 
the love you feel there.” 

What We Do 

We provide short term overnight respite to 
those experiencing homelessness. Guests can 
stay for from 1 night - 5 days. 

We provide live in hospitality for up to 3 
months to bridge guests to a better situation; 
that may be a bridge from sleeping outside to 
the purchase of a tent or vehicle or a space for 
someone who has secured housing after 
homelessness and is waiting on the availability 


volunteer opportunities. 

As Peace House, Ypsi approaches our second year 
we are looking to broaden our base of financial 
support— a community house that is comm¬ 
unity supported. In particular we are looking for 
folks who want to be involved as sustainers by 
contributing monthly to expected on-going expenses, 
for example, utilities and food. Our friends at 
IOBY supported us in creating a crowdfunding 
website that directs all the money collected to Peace 
House. Please check it out and share widelyl 

ioby.org/proiectfpeace-house-ypsi 

As the sign on the door says, “We are a 
private home. We are not a shelter, an agency 
or an institution. We are friends, neighbors, 
fellow humans engaging in mutual aid; we are 
not professional caseworkers, therapists, social 
workers or "staff" We do our very best to be 
open during stated hours, to be available 
beyond that, to give adequate notice if we 
have to close and to return calls/texts 
promptly... but we are winging it, we are 
flawed and we are messy.” 

Hours are seasonal and subject to change. 


T ea light vigil for 'Sat Solomon Brown, who was killed outside Toms Party 
Store on West Cross St on September 17th 2019 in a double shooting 


mously to approve City Staff’s recomm¬ 
endation to exercise their First Right of 
Refusal for the properties on 206-210 
Washington St. This means that prior to the 
property being auctioned by the County 
Treasurer, the City will purchase the 
property for an amount equal to the total 
value of the taxes, interest, and fees that 
have accumulated over the past three years 
it has been delinquent: about $ 100,000. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Allen-Richardson states 
that this would be a great opportunity to work 
with Avalon and provide affordable housing in 
the City, and County Treasurer Catherine 
McClary adds that Avalon provides case 
management for their residents. Economic 
Development Director Joe Meyers states that 
due to the age of the building, it is not feasible 
to have the entire building accessible, but that 


On Oct 15 City Council approves a 
transparency policy forwarded by the Human 
Relations Commission, making applications to 
boards and commissions publicly available 
information and sent to the board or 
commission being applied for. You can view 
the last year’s worth of commission app¬ 
lications, and learn more about the City’s 
boards and commissions at: 

cityofypsilanti.com/ 148 /Boards-Commissions 

On Sept 24 during audience participation, 
Human Relations Chair Amber Fellows makes a 
formal request for reappointment. Fellows 
reports that her term ends on October 18th, and 
states concern mayor Bashert has broken 
precedent by failing to reappoint other... 
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I Say 7 

by Ryan Fitzgerald 


“I say 7-3, you say 4; 7-3...4. 7-3...47 


A nd like that the October 2019 prod¬ 
uction of 734 Saturdays officially 
began. 734 Saturdays is a monthly 
showcase of local musical talent (plus featured 
headliners) that takes place on the second 
Saturday of every month at Ziggy’s bar in 
downtown Ypsilanti. The show starts around 
9pm with an open mic, then there’s a short 
intermission followed by the headlining artists. 
There might be one or seven depending on 
the night. The open mic not only warms up 
the stage and room (both literally and 
figuratively), it also builds a ton of creative 
energy that propels the second part of the 
show in a powerful way. 

In fact, the term ‘open mic’ is sort of funny 
because in some ways it seems more like 
American Idol than it does an open mic. What 
I mean is that the artists are all top-notch and 
incredibly diverse in style. Equally important 
is the audience who listen attentively and with 
enthusiastic passion. On top of that, Ziggy’s 
sound system is clear and deep, never too loud 
or too quiet. A lot of credit goes to the crew 
of Northern Threat Entertainment who put the 
show on and do a stellar job of running sound. 


I’ve gone to the last three 734 Saturdays 
and every time I’ve listened in awe to every 
performer. Even the artists who perform 
regularly always bring something different and 
new. There’s been a couple times where I’ve 
had the feeling of listening to the best music 
right now being made in the world. I have to 
take a short time out; there are places on earth 
that are just musical places, probably not more 
than a dozen in the world. I’m not going to 
try and explain it, but southeast Michigan is 
one of those places. There shouldn’t be any 
wonder at the musical quality of the open mic 
at Ziggy’s. Everybody performing could be 
famous. 

I talked to Drew, one of the members of 
Northern Threat Entertainment, and he said 
they’ve been doing 734 Saturdays at Ziggy’s 
for about two years. The next one is coming 
up November 9th. After that, it will hold off 
for the month of December and return in 
January with a new format which will be more 
supportive of the artists. Hopefully this will 
bring more recognition of what it is they’re 
doing, which is bringing people together 
through music. One of the ways of doing this 
might be by raising the admission price from 
$5 to $10. The show is well worth it, but on 
the flipside, it would be free for those who 
show up before 9pm, which would include the 
artists signing up for the open mic (sign-up 
starts at 8pm). And although you’ll want to 
get there by 9 to catch the open mic, the show 
will go late. XU 
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Through the Dark 
to December 

by SoulGalaxyGirl 


W e may be approaching a sweet holiday 
season. I say this cautiously because 
I don't want you to get too excited. 
Keep your expectations low, and stay grateful. 
Because last time I said Autumn would be 
amazing and.... I dunno. Its kinda like 
predicting the weather innit? Maybe there 
WAS sun and a few clouds, but I don't have a 
damn seismometer and so I couldn't have 
predicted that emotional earthquake that hit 
you on this metaphorically sunny day, could I. 

This year Capricorn season is set to actually 
keep the vibes going after the annual Sag 
party, instead of providing a subdued, sobering 
morning-after mood. There’s a solar eclipse on 
Christmas that most say is blessed, but I 
thought eclipses can indicate earthquakes... 
Maybe they ARE linked. 

On December 2nd, jovial Jupiter moves into 
Capricorn for a year and this will actually be a 
nice combination that paces Jupiter's opu¬ 
lence through all of 2020 until next 
December. The 27th is the best day of the 
year—circle it! Even after New Year’s there's 
blessings. Mercury and Jupiter sway in a 2020 
winter dance on January 2nd. 

Here's the thing tho...we have to get to 
December. Scorpio season, with a retrograde 
on Samhain, is the gatekeeper to this tentative 
promised land. My advice is to think of it like 
going through a haunted house: you're gonna 
be petrified and you'll wanna turn back; but 
you can’t, and some might even find this 
suffering fun and exhilarating. Suggestions to 
get through the dark to December: 

Scorpio- 

Yes you know who you are. But do they? 
Even the ones that you want to know? Show 
them, let them in a little more. Sharing is 
caring. Self-care. Self-share. 

Sagittarius--— 

Hear that? If you are really quiet and still you 
can hear it but only some of you have that kind 
of self-discipline. Wear purple, that may help. 


Aquarius —--— 

Sure, caring what people think gives them 
power over you. But if you are to be a catalyst 
for something very powerful, you need people 
to trust you with theirs. You go first. Unless 
you're scared. 

Pisces 

Did you feel that? Of course you did. You 
always do. Trying to assign meaning may be 
pointless, however, because sometimes there 
isn't any. Typically things come to you when 
you stop trying so hard anyways, just don't tell 
any lies; itH backfire. 

Aries - : ->— : - 

Oooo the force has gotta lotta power, and 
this time its yours to wield. Face your fears 
because this deep magic calls for courage. This 
is your second season, be ready this time. 
Charge your crystals luv. 

Taurus -- 

You might be sick and tired of love, but 
momma always said tired ain't through. Are 
you there yet? Don't feel bad for asking 
yourself that, no one has to even know you 
wonder. We know you're the worst at 
goodbyes. *hug* 

Ge mini -— 

What is this madness, this churning, roiling 
wave trying to pull you under? Feels. Don't 
fight, it can make you physically ill—go limp 
and let it carry you. Just drift for now there's 
nothing else to do. 

Cancer - 

It’s okay that you don't know who you are 
without them. Okay it's really not, but it's not 
a great time for addressing this, so don't even 
worry about the fact that it probably doesn’t 
go both ways. Its not actually supposed to. 

Leo 

You can be individual and also a pride 
player. There's a reason you're not a lone wolf; 
there are no wolves in the zodiac. And don't 
wolves typically travel in packs? Exactly. So be nice. 

Virgo --- ! - 

Peace is thicker than water, and you don't 
really owe anyone anything. Dance with your 
eyes closed, sigh out loud, and lay low - 
careful the s+m (social media); it’s not a good 
time to worry about anyone but yourself. 
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Street Questions 

by Eddie Zhou, Brian Geiringer, 
and Aaron Apsey 

O n October 4th, we hit the streets to 
talk to a few Ypsilanti residents. 

What do you like about your neighborhood? 


Hannah, Jenna, Sarah, Zee, and Lily*: I like 
how close it is to Depot Town, and all the 
shops and stuff that are down there. / I love 
that there are so many places to eat... 
especially coffee. / I love all of my neighbors. 
They're really great. / I love that everyone's 
just so friendly and nice. / I love everything... 
I do. I love where it's situated in town because 
I feel like we’re close to everything and can 
always be in tune with what's going on. 


Brad: When I grew up, [Ypsilanti] was a small Erinm I like that it’s quiet; I live in West 
city; all of it was my neighborhood. I grew up Willow. I'm raising twins and I don't want a 
here on the South Side. Things sporadically lot of noise and a lot of stuff going on. 



changed... I played on the other side of town, 
which is north of the tracks in the old Boy's 
Club area. I went to school here: the Perry 
school. I kinda fell in love with the whole 
place; it all became mine. I'm not sure if 
everybody felt like that, but I had friends in all 
parts of the town; I had people helping me in 
all parts of the town, kids as well as adults. 
Went to school at University of Michigan, 
then came back to Ypsi to try to keep some of 
that going... the good stuff. 

Austin: That's a good question. I didn't grow up 
here, but I like this area because of places like 
[Prospect Park]. We were lucky enough to have 
a lot of people who participated and helped us 
build this Diace. and citv council was cool with 


How could local government better serve 
your interests? 

Brad: As a citizen... [they could] come out 
and take a look at what the city is actually 
doing, and find out what communities are 
doing. For instance, if you’re doing this 
*gesturing to the interviewers * in your area, let's 
see if local government can help bring that 
together with the other parts of the city. 

Austin: That's hard. They can do everything 
More involvement, and making themselves 
present. If you run for city council you have to 
put on a face, but you don’t seem to go out of 
your way to do things outside of that. If I was a 
city council member, I would go out of my way 





















Here's the thing tho...we have to get to 
December. Scorpio season, with a retrograde 
on Samhain, is the gatekeeper to this tentative 
promised land. My advice is to think of it like 
going through a haunted house: you're gonna 
be petrified and you’ll wanna turn back; but 
you can’t, and some might even find this 
suffering fun and exhilarating. Suggestions to 
get through the dark to December: 

Scorpio-- 

Yes you know who you are. But do they? 
Even the ones that you want to know? Show 
them, let them in a little more. Sharing is 
caring. Self-care. Self-share. 

Sagittarius--- 

Hear that? If you are really quiet and still you 
can hear it but only some of you have that kind 
of self-discipline. Wear purple, that may help. 

Capricorn --- 

Something is missing... if you hurry, you 
might be able to double back and find it. When 
you do, be more careful, okay? You usually take 
care of your irreplaceable things (and people); 
it's weird were even having this conversation. 


nothing else to do. 

Cancer -- 

It’s okay that you don't know who you are 
without them. Okay it's really not, but it's not 
a great time for addressing this, so don't even 
worry about the fact that it probably doesn’t 
go both ways. Its not actually supposed to. 

Leo - 

You can be individual and also a pride 
player. There’s a reason you're not a lone wolf; 
there are no wolves in the zodiac. And don't 
wolves typically travel in packs? Exactly. So be nice. 

Virgo 

Peace is thicker than water, and you don’t 
really owe anyone anything. Dance with your 
eyes closed, sigh out loud, and lay low - 
careful the s+m (social media); it's not a good 
time to worry about anyone but yourself. 

Libra -- 

If you loathe having to think about money, 
hang onto it, 'cause if you have it you don’t 
have to dwell on it. If you don't, you do. We 
also need to talk about your jealousy thing at 
some point., it can wait! 
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changed... I played on the other side of town, 
which is north of the tracks in the old Boy's 
Club area. I went to school here: the Perry 
school. I kinda fell in love with the whole 
place; it all became mine. I'm not sure if 
everybody felt like that, but I had friends in all 
parts of the town; I had people helping me in 
all parts of the town, kids as well as adults. 
Went to school at University of Michigan, 
then came back to Ypsi to try to keep some of 
that going... the good stuff. 

Austin: That's a good question. I didn't grow up 
here, but I like this area because of places like 
[Prospect Park]. We were lucky enough to have 
a lot of people who participated and helped us 
build this place, and city council was cool with 
us building this place [referring to the skate 
park that was constructed by volunteers]. I grew 
up in Ann Arbor and they push away culture, as 
they do. We have an actual community. It's 
actually people interacting. People who build 
and grow and do things together. 



Emerson: I like that my neighbors and I get 
along: that we have good rapport. I'm in Ward 
1; I'm downtown and it's taken us a while to 
get to know each other... a few years I'd say. 
There’s lots of things that I can walk to. I feel 
safe bringing my kids to the park, walking 
around, ylcnow, at night, for the most part I 
think Ypsi has a lot of positive free events that 
I feel like I can invite others to to help get 
them connected... that I feel like queer people 
are safe at... people of color are safe at. 

Josh: It's quiet. It's a lot more quiet than where 
I was living at on the west side of Detroit. 


How could local government better serve 
your interests? 

Brad: As a citizen... [they could] come out 
and take a look at what the city is actually 
doing, and find out what communities are 
doing. For instance, if you’re doing this 
*gesturing to the interviewers * in your area, let's 
see if local government can help bring that 
together with the other parts of the city. 

Austin: That's hard. They can do everything. 
More involvement, and making themselves 
present. If you run for city council you have to 
put on a face, but you don't seem to go out of 
your way to do things outside of that. If I was a 
city council member, I would go out of my way 
to make myself known. City council doesn’t 
seem to come to you; you have to go to them. 

“We have an actual 
community. It's 
actually people 
interacting. People who 
build and grow and do 
things together.” 

—Austin 

Emerson: I feel that my needs are sufficiently 
served personally. I'd really love to see more 
done to address rising rent costs—the 
affordable housing issue—which has been a 
hot topic in our town for several years. I was 
talking to a realtor about the number of 
applications that have been turned down for 
private landlords to come in and build... 
meanwhile bigger corporations are being 
approved, like a Beal or whoever. If a smaller 
landlord comes in and wants to offer 
affordable housing they’re being denied. [I 
don't think] there has been a single family 
home built in our city for several years now. 
People want to do something and come in 
with a plan for a four-bedroom unit, $500 or 
less for a room, and the city says they want it 
to be a single family home. 
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Josh: Do you want me to be honest? By 
policing the police. iVe had police bother me 
on several different occasions and all I do is 
work and go home. 

Hannah, Jenna, Sarah, Zee, and Lily 41 : 
Provide more opportunities for students to get 
engaged in the community in Ypsi. I feel like 
we can sometimes be a little bit isolated on 
campus and we don’t really get to be involved 
out in the community. / If there are any 
government-related events going on in Ypsi 
maybe having an informational thing going on 
on campus to get the students engaged. / I'd 
really like to see Ypsi get better at recycling 
and going more green. 

“Everybody 
wants to glow 
in the dark/’ 

—Brad 



Erinn: As a mom and a student... more safety 
patrol. Maybe support groups. Also being 
transparent: I got shot about four weeks ago. 
Maybe support for gun violence; as a twin 
mom that would be an awesome thing. 


City Council Ticker 
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commissioners, including prior HRC chair 
Sam Jones-Darling. 

On Oct 1 Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asks 
Mayor Bashert to explain her failure to 
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What are you going to be for Halloween? 

Brad: I’m gonna be all over the place. [Brad is 
the Director of Public Services in Ypsilanti.] 
Only reason 1 say that is Halloween for us is 
always a big deal. We usually have police and 
fire departments working with the library... 
then you have another group that’s called Ypsi 
Glow. For the last four years the blend has 
been pretty good; we would block the streets 
on the South Side, and police would help 
people transition to the north side by Ypsi 
Glow’s activities. Everybody wants to glow in 
the dark. Last four years that’s been a very 
good transition: good for the citizens, the kids. 
Just give people a chance to look around, and 
the stuff [Ypsi Glow] does with the kids in the 
evening is fantastic. 



Austin: I don’t know, but I don’t want to be a 
person. People say I look like Jimi Hendrix; 
I’m not just gonna go get a bandana and be 
Jimi Hendrix. Me and my coworker told each 
other we might just go as each other, though... 
That’s the hardest question. 

Emerson: Nothing. I’m going to work and 
I’m letting my kid go out with his step- 
siblings. I think he’s gonna be a ninja this year. 
He was last year and he dressed up the dog 
like a sushi roll. It was pretty adorable; the 
sushi costume had a little tail fin on it 



Josh 

Josh: I’m gonna let my kids decide. 

Hannah, Jenna, Sarah, Zee, and Lily*: I have 
a bedsheet that I cut holes in so I’m just gonna 
be a ghost. / I’m gonna be The Doctor from 
Dr. Who. / It’s a work in progress. / I might 
just wear some 80’s style clothing and say I’m 
from Stranger Things. / *holds up a pumpkin * 


“I think Ypsi has a lot 
of positive free events 
that I feel like I can 
invite others to to help 
get them connected.” 

—Emerson 

Erinn: Tired. I was thinking about having my 
twins be Moana and Maui. They’re a boy and a 
girl... it kinda works. They were too young last 
year to do it. XU 

Photos by Aaron Apsey *In no particular order 


Commission to replace the windows as they 
are still boarded up. She requested that her 
windows be replaced immediately so she can 
feel safe in her home. 

Anthony Williamson, Community Dev¬ 
elopment Manager of Parkridge Community 
Center, notes that he spoke about the unsafe 
conditions at Parkridge a couple of months 
ago. Since then, there have been two shoo¬ 
tings. Mr. Williamson states that Parkridge 


the buyback, that directly affect youth, and 
City Manager McMullan states that they have 
a record of youth involvement and supporting 
mental health in the city. City Council 
unanimously approves an amendment to 
include that the grant will support their work 
with Ypsilanti youth, proposed by Mayor Pro- 
Tem Allen-Richardson. 

Accessibility -:- 
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Commission recommending City Council seek 
public input to address economic and racial 
structural inequalities pertaining to marijuana 
facilities. Councilmember Somerville states that 
she thinks they should have open discussion 
starting in mid-August, and adds that she is 
interested in working with City staff to offer 
multiple sessions at different times of the day. 
Mayor Bashert asks Council what the need is to 
have public input on this topic. There was a 








Erinn: As a mom and a student., more safety 
patrol. Maybe support groups. Also being 
transparent: I got shot about four weeks ago. 
Maybe support for gun violence; as a twin 
mom that would be an awesome thing. 


other we might just go as each other, though... 
That's the hardest question. 

Emerson: Nothing. I'm going to work and 
I'm letting my kid go out with his step- 
siblings. I think he's gonna be a ninja this year. 
He was last year and he dressed up the dog 
like a sushi roll. It was pretty adorable; the 
sushi costume had a little tail fin on it 


- Josh 

Josh: I'm gonna let my kids decide. 

Hannah, Jenna, Sarah, Zee, and Lily*: I have 
a bedsheet that I cut holes in so I'm just gonna 
be a ghost. / I'm gonna be The Doctor from 
Dr. Who. / It's a work in progress. / I might 
just wear some 80's style clothing and say I'm 
from Stranger Things. / *holds up a pumpkin * 


—Emerson 

Erinn: Tired. I was thinking about having my 
twins be Moana and Maui. They're a boy and a 
girl... it kinda works. They were too young last 
year to do it. TH 

Photos by Aaron Apsey *In no particular order 


City Council Ticker 

continued from page 3 


commissioners, including prior HRC chair 
Sam Jones-Darling. 

On Oct 1 Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asks 
Mayor Bashert to explain her failure to 
reappoint Planning Commissioner Toi Dennis 
and HRC Chair Amber Fellows. Bashert 
responds that Dennis is a “loose cannon" and 
Fellows is a “bully". Bashert adds that she is 
frustrated with the HRC's work. Allen- 
Richardson responds that it is hard for her to 
believe Bashert's claims about Dennis, and 
adds that she has seen good things come out 
of the Human Relations Commission. 

On Oct 15 City Council considers a 
resolution to extend HRC Chair Fellows' term 
by 60 days. The resolution fails despite 
receiving a majority vote due to commission 
extensions requiring a supermajority vote. 

On Oct 18 HRC chair Amber Fellows 
becomes at least the 3rd commissioner of 
color Mayor Bashert fails to reappoint in less 
than a year, and the second chair of the HRC 
to be decommissioned by the mayor. 

Eye on the Mayor -- 

On July 2 Mayor Bashert states that there 
is not currently an affordable way to allow 
youth to attend Heritage Festival without 
supervision. 

On July 16 Mayor Bashert asks Council 
what the need is to have public input on the 
topic of economic and racial structural 
inequalities pertaining to marijuana facilities. 

Gun Violence--- 

During audience participation on July 16 an 
Ypsi resident states that at noon on the 
previous Thursday a bullet went through her 
front window. She asked the Housing 


Commission to replace the windows as they 
are still boarded up. She requested that her 
windows be replaced immediately so she can 
feel safe in her home. 

Anthony Williamson, Community Dev¬ 
elopment Manager of Parkridge Community 
Center, notes that he spoke about the unsafe 
conditions at Parkridge a couple of months 
ago. Since then, there have been two shoo¬ 
tings. Mr. Williamson states that Parkridge 
would like to increase staffing during the 
summer to increase safety, and that he has met 
with state officials and is reaching out to other 
public housing officials who are having similar 
issues. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Allen-Richardson states 
that someone was injured during the last 
shooting, and that something must be done. 
She states that there has been a shooting a 
week for the past three weeks. 

On July 2 City Council votes to support 
the Summer Without Any Guns initiative and 
the creation of SWAG houses as safe spaces. 
The focus is to create an environment safe for 
youth and residents at large by offering safe 
places and encouraging gun safety throughout 
the community. 

During audience participation on July 2 
Srikar Chiravuri, representing the CREAM 
Inc., states that they are collaborating with the 
Ypsilanti Police Department to host a firearm 
buyback to get guns out of the hands of 
teenagers. 

On Sept 10 City Council votes unan¬ 
imously to award a mini-grant to The 
CREAM Inc. in the amount of S5,000. Mayor 
Pro-Tem Allen-Richardson asks that the 
funding be for direct service to youth, and 
that she does not see the gun buyback 
program as direct youth service. 
Councilmember Brown states that the 
CREAM Inc. has many programs, including 


the buyback, that directly affect youth, and 
City Manager McMullan states that they have 
a record of youth involvement and supporting 
mental health in the city. City Council 
unanimously approves an amendment to 
include that the grant will support their work 
with Ypsilanti youth, proposed by Mayor Pro- 
Tem Allen-Richardson. 

Accessibility -- 

On July 16 City Council unanimously 
approves opening an invitation to bid for the 
Rutherford Bathhouse Renovation. Council- 
member Annie Somerville asks if there were 
showers for people who do not identify as 
male or female included in the bid. Economic 
Development Director Meyers responds yes. 

Cannabis 

On July 2 City Council votes to allow for 
the transfer of old local medical marijuana 
permits into new permits under the new state 
laws. Councilmember Somerville notes there 
are opportunities for equity for women and 
people of color within the recreation and 
medical marijuana industry. Mayor Bashert 
states that she views this as a pro-business 
policy to support the existing businesses. 
Mayor Pro-Tem Allen-Richardson asks how 
much revenue these businesses have brought 
into the city. Councilmember Symanns states 
that there have been significant improvements 
to the buildings these businesses occupy. City 
Planner Bonnie Wessler states that that 
information is not typically gathered; however, 
a few businesses have taken over challenged 
properties and restored them to a functional 
state. City Clerk Andrew Hellenga notes that 
the license previously cost $2,500 and $1,500 
to renew, and that now it is $5,000 to renew. 
Councilmember Morgan states that additional 
marijuana does not make the city better. 

On July 16 City Council receives a 
resolution from the Human Relations 


Commission recommending City Council seek 
public input to address economic and racial 
structural inequalities pertaining to marijuana 
facilities. Councilmember Somerville states that 
she thinks they should have open discussion 
starting in mid-August, and adds that she is 
interested in working with City staff to offer 
multiple sessions at different times of the day. 
Mayor Bashert asks Council what the need is to 
have public input on this topic. There was a 
general consensus that it would be beneficial. 
Mayor Pro-Tem Allen-Richardson and 
Councilmember Somerville both expressed 
interest. Councilmember Morgan states that 
specific policy would be needed to follow up 
with any general discussion. 

During audience participation, Human Rel¬ 
ations Commission Vice Chair Kyle Hunter 
speaks in support of the resolution, stating that 
policies made without input from those most 
vulnerable to discrimination can reinforce 
structural inequities, and that it is imperative to 
receive input from the community, especially 
from those disproportionately affected by 
criminalization. 

On Sept 24 City Council approves a 
Recreational Marijuana ordinance to establish 
standards and procedures for the issuance, 
renewal and/or revocation of permits for 
marijuana establishments within the boundaries 
of the City, making it legal to sell cannabis 
within the city with the proper permit. During 
audience participation, many residents of the city 
spoke both for and against the ordinance. For 
example, one resident expresses concerns about 
the placement of marijuana retailers and youth 
access to marijuana and states that drugs are an 
issue for areas experiencing blight, while another 
resident notes that 82% of constituents voted for 
recreational marijuana. 

Before the ordinance is approved. Council- 
member Symanns proposes an amendment to 
the ordinance removing the language stating... 

Continued on page 7 










Lt. Governor 
Garlin Gilchrist II 
Stops in Ypsilanti 

continued from page 1 


caused a West Willow neighborhood to be 
overrun with rats, racoons, and other rodents. 
He also talked about the implications of 
policies that impact those with a criminal 
background and the few resources available 
to them. 

• Human Relations Commissioner Ka’Ron 
Gaines identified a need to focus on credit 
repair and wants to create programs for 
kids to own their own businesses/LLCs so 
they can practice thinking freely. 

• Krystle said non-profits like public 
universities should put money into 
affordable housing. She also pointed out 
that Veterans Affairs (VA) home loans are 
not currently always accepted, and there is 
no support for home inspection fees, and 
associated costs, which can make buying a 
home impossible for low-income people. 

• County Commissioner Ricky Jefferson 
wants to better manage rentals for quality 
and cost. He also mentioned that the 
current way we assess the area median 
index is not specific enough to the needs of 
the local community and needs to be 
changed. 

• Justin sees a need to focus on zoning, 

J particularly for businesses like payday 

loans because of the role they play in low- 
income areas because of how concentrated 
they are. 

• Ypsilanti Township Trustee Monica Ross 
Williams focuses on generational wealth by 
promoting home ownership and supports 
programs like Habitat for Humanity that 
uses sweat equity, or ones that allow 
section 8 voucher holders to transition 
into home ownership. She also spoke about 
“area discrimination” because certain 
investors are not supporting small 
businesses and entreprenuership in our 
communities. 



Ypsilanti Data Snapshot 

Editor's Note: The following set of data comes directly 
from the Lt. Governor's slide presentation. At this time 
What's Left cannot verify these data, or to what time 
periods they refer. We are sharing so that readers can see 
the information that state level officials are gathering 
about Ypsilanti. 


Generational Economic Opportunity 

• Median income in Ypsilanti is $35,890 

• Unemployment rate in Ypsilanti is 10% 

• 50% of adults in Ypsi have a postsecondary 
degree 


Affordable Housing 

• Cost to own: $ 1,326/mo 

• Cost to rent: $1,140/mo 

• Income to own: $53,040 

• Income to rent: $45,600 


• Bryan advocated for more support of the 


• Hours worked needed to afford at average 


KJ 2 KJ: Interview with Bill Ramsey, 
former karaoke host at Powells Pub 

continued from page 1 


I was bowling and there was this karaoke host 
who was the woman who was singing the 
national anthem for the Tigers and the Red 
Wings—Karen Newman. Somebody else put 
my name down to sing and shamed me into 
getting up there, and once I sang I thought 
This isn’t too bad.’ 

AF: Were the laserdiscs that you used to 
run karaoke a requirement or were they 
your personal preference? 

BR: I liked to use them—they had the video. 
Laptops don’t have the video. Sometimes [the 
videos are] corny, sometimes they’re cool, so 
thats what I enjoyed. It entertained the crowd 
too. I couldn’t always remember [song] names 
but with the laserdiscs I could remember 
numbers... 

IL: 1 noticed sometimes you’d get up and 
sing with people—how did you choose 
songs to sing? 

BR: If people asked me to sing a song, I’d sing. 
You know, I’m trying to have fun too. 

IL: Has there ever been one you didn’t 
want to sing? 

BR: No—because you know what, when I 
hear you guys sing it makes me think of another 
song and I try to recommend people to try the 
song and see if they like it 

IL: I noticed in your hosting style that 
you are really relaxed. 

BR: It’s because I’m there to have fun too. I 
know what it was like on the other side: maybe 
wanting to sing a song, you see what I’m 
saying? I wanted to lay everything out on the 
table, basically what order [the singers] are in 
and where they’re at. I know some places 
where [karaoke hosts] have their favorite 
people go on and a lot of people don’t like that; 
it’s not fair because everyone likes to sing. 



BR: Well, it was a lot easier. I came to have 
fun. It wasn’t the money... I probably would’ve 
done it for free! 

AF : Your KJ setup is labor-intensive: I’d 
see you carry in the laserdiscs, the TVs, 
books, etc—Did anyone ever help you 
carry your gear in? 

BR: People that would sing would often come 
out and help. Certain bouncers too. 

AF: Can you describe your relationship 
with Ypsi? 

BR: You guys are all my friends. Everyone 
who came to karaoke were all friends of mine. 
I love everybody. I’m the type of person who 
doesn’t meet anyone they don’t like, unless 
they give me a reason not to. Sometimes 
people were way too drunk but I still got 
along with 'em. Sometimes I’d give people 
rides home. Everyone knows Ellen— 

AF: Ellen Champagne? 

BR: She was too nervous to sing. And you 
know I had people like Ellen—for 2 or 3 years 
she couldn’t sing She was like I was: too shy to 
get up. 

AF: [and now] she’s an amazing singer. 

[Author’s Note: Ellen is also an elected official on 
the Ypsilanti school hoard] 

BR: And she makes the best fudge in the 
world. It’s better than the Mackinac fudge by a 
landslide. She would bring it to me on Christmas 
and stuff 

AF: Was there anything different about 
working in Ypsi compared to your other 
gigs? 

BR: Here’s the thing about Powell’s: A lot 
of the older people were people that graduated 
years ago. People move away, but when they 
come back, they would come to Powell’s 
because it was a fun time. It was a good 
mixture of people that come in there—young 
old... everyone has a good time. Young people 
singing old songs. Old people singing young 
songs. It’s a good mixture, a good fit—it’s a 












the local community and needs to be 
changed. 

• Justin sees a need to focus on zoning, 
particularly for businesses like payday 
loans because of the role they play in low- 
income areas because of how concentrated 
they are. 

• Ypsilanti Township Trustee Monica Ross 
Williams focuses on generational wealth by 
promoting home ownership and supports 
programs like Habitat for Humanity that 
uses sweat equity, or ones that allow 
section 8 voucher holders to transition 
into home ownership. She also spoke about 
“area discrimination* because certain 
investors are not supporting small 
businesses and entreprenuership in our 
communities. 


What's Left cannot verify these data, or to what time 
periods they refer. We are sharing so that readers can see 
the information that state level officials are gathering 
about Ypsilanti. 

Generational Economic Opportunity 

• Median income in Ypsilanti is $35,890 

• Unemployment rate in Ypsilanti is 10% 

• 50% of adults in Ypsi have a postsecondary 
degree 

Affordable Housing -- 

• Cost to own: $ 1,326/mo 

• Cost to rent: $l,140/mo 

• Income to own: $53,040 

• Income to rent: $45,600 


• Bryan advocated for more support of the 
trades in licensing and accreditation. 

• Portia said the children with the most 
needs receive the least funding. She also 
said that there are lots of jobs in Saline, 
but that our public transportation stops 
short of the Saline line. 

Of course, I shared some ideas including 
that the Subcommittee on Housing Afford¬ 
ability and Accessibility would be releasing 
recommendations of solutions based on two 
years of volunteer work that includes public 
engagement and feedback. I also suggested 
that we divorce our school funding from 
property taxes. I agreed with Mayor Bashert 
that we need to address the flawed funding 
model because currently it encourages muni¬ 
cipalities to practice policies that promote 
gentrification. I am interested in learning what 
the conversation was during the meeting that 
preceded the one I attended. It included 
elected officials and a couple other community 
residents, but was not open to the public. 

An area that the Lt. Governor seems to feel 
particularly invested in is transportation. He 
spoke of the need for leadership related to the 
regional transit plan and that he is personally 
dedicated to being involved. When I shared 
that I don't drive and that it is easier to get 
into Ann Arbor than to get across the city, I 
even learned that he tried to commute via 
Greyhound to Lansing from his hometown of 
Detroit, and quickly found it was not 
sustainable. This is a clear area of collab¬ 
oration that local public transit organizers can 
explore especially as The Ride is completing 
their Long Range Plan. ^ 


• Hours worked needed to afford at average 
wage: 55 

• Hours worked needed to afford at min¬ 
imum wage: 93 

• Lt Governor Gilchrist stated that the 
Ypsilanti housing market does NOT meet 
the definition of affordable (see Housing 
Unaffordable to a Great many in Ypsilanti 
in Issue 2 of What’s Left Ypsilanti ) 


Kids in Cities 
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in Michigan 

in Ypsilanti 

Graduation 

Rate 

80 . 6 % 

60 % 

Dropout 

Rate 

8 . 7 % 

18 % 

Free/Reduced 

Lunch 

38 . 5 % 

75 % 

Children 
in Poverty 

21 . 7 % 

40 % 


Thriving Cities Tour 


1. Detroit 

2. Muskegon 

3. Saginaw 

4. Bay City 

5. Benton Harbor 

6. Jackson 

7. Ypsilanti 

8. Ann Arbor 

9. Marquette 


10. Grand Rapids 

11. Flint 

12. Lansing 

13. Battle Creek 

14. Kalamazoo 

15. Dearborn 

16. Inkster 

17. Lathrup Village 


hear you guys sing it makes me think of another 
song and I try to recommend people to try the 
song and see if they like it 


AF: [and now] she's an amazing singer. 

[Authors Note: Ellen is also an elected official on 
the Ypsilanti school board ] 


IL: I noticed in your hosting style that 
you are really relaxed. 

BR: It's because I'm there to have fun too. I 
know what it was like on the other side: maybe 
wanting to sing a song, you see what I'm 
saying? 1 wanted to lay everything out on the 
table, basically what order [the singers] are in 
and where they're at. I know some places 
where [karaoke hosts] have their favorite 
people go on and a lot of people don't like that; 
it's not fair because everyone likes to sing. 



Isaac Levine (right) with friend, Autumn 
Wetli at Powells Pub for Bills Karaoke. 
Photo by Amber Fellows 


IL: [Ruby and I] do internet karaoke and 
we don't have a book, so people just come 
up and ask us for songs. It seems like you 
have perfected a system, with the books 
and the TVs, where people can know 
what's happening without asking. 

BR: I like to make it fair because you can 
only get 12 singers in in an hour and I wanted 
everyone to have a chance. 

AF: You were generous about that too; 
from what I could tell you didn't take 
breaks! 

BR: Some [karaoke hosts] take a 15-minute 
smoke break... I never really even went to the 
bathroom! 

IL: Such a high level of karaoke service! 
After doing your more physical labor- 
intensive work in the morning, did 
running karaoke feel relaxed? 


BR: And she makes the best fudge in the 
world. It's better than the Mackinac fudge by a 
landslide. She would bring it to me on Christmas 
and stuff 

AF: Was there anything different about 
working in Ypsi compared to your other 
gigs? 

BR: Here's the thing about Powell's: A lot 
of the older people were people that graduated 
years ago. People move away, but when they 
come back, they would come to Powell's 
because it was a fun time. It was a good 
mixture of people that come in there—young, 
old... everyone has a good time. Young people 
singing old songs. Old people singing young 
songs. It's a good mixture, a good fit—it's a 
perfect karaoke place! 

AF: Did you ever lose your cool? 

BR: Nope. Oh... one time. A guy wanted 
me to sing a song that I didn't have, but he 
was so drunk and I couldn't put it up. 
[gesturing to Ruby and Isaac] How do you 
guys handle that? 

Ruby Monceaux: Usually when some¬ 
body has got some sort of an attitude I 
just pretend I can't hear them until they 
walk away. 

BR: *laughs* That's kind of a good idea 
'cause if you make people mad they might be 
swinging and hitting ya or something. Life's 
too short to have any problems. 

RM: And they can't take it personally if 
I don't know what they're saying. 

BR: The thing is, they can choose another 
song. There's a song in the book for 
everybody. And the song that they can sing— 
generally it's their favorite song; I'm serious! 

AF: Do you have a favorite song you 
like to sing? 

BR: I don't. 

Aaron Apsey: A top five? 

BR: Brown Eyed Girl, Jesse’s Girl... A Bad 
Case of Loving You. I like Beatles songs... I like a 
lot of songs and it just depends on the mood. 
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Bill Ramsey (right) talks with What’s Left / Photo by Aaron Apsey 


AF: I have an industry question: What is 
the standard pay for a karaoke night so 

S that new karaoke hosts entering the scene] 
lon’t get ripped off? 

BR: Back in the day people used to make 
$350 or $450 a night. Nowadays some people 
do it for beer money. 

AA: *laughs* I believe that. 

BR: Generally, we would charge $150 a 
night. Half to Dave [Holloway, owner of 
Cadillac Karaoke, where Bill worked] and I’d 
take $75. 

AF: Why has there been a fee reduction? 

BR: Because so many people do it and 
some do it for beer money. 

IL: And there aren't talks of starting a 
karaoke union... 

BR: Fve never heard of that! *laughs* It's 
just, you know, sometimes people would tip 


me. But if they do tip you, you put ’em up a 
bit [in the queue]. 

AF: Any favorite memories from your 
career of hosting? 

BR: I've had some beautiful nights up 
north at my brother-in-laws. There was a 
game room downstairs but then you'd walk 
outside and it was cement and there was a 
roof over it... And over there there was like 
a hill. One night I set up karaoke outside 
and a lot of people were sitting out there 
and we were doing karaoke underneath the 
moon and the stars. It was the best karaoke 
night ever. Up north it was really hilly- 
people could probably hear us like 5 miles 
down the road! It was awesome. 

AF: I have one more question: What are 
your plans for the future? 

BR: I can't earn any extra money for one 
more year, and then after that I don't know... 
I might even get back into karaoke again! 131 


Governor to 
Appoint Local Judge 

by Aaron Pall 


W ashtenaw County's current judicial 
climate has been rocked by the 
news that 14A District Judge 
Richard Conlin decided to resign before his 
term would end next year, due to his 
Parkinson's Disease diagnosis. The 2020 race 
for his seat has now been thrown into limbo 
as the gubernatorial appointment will likely 
bolster the 2020 hopes for whoever is 


individual can learn and grow as a community 
member. The move would signal a long 
overdue departure from our county's overuse 
of punitive practices. Not all problems can be 
solved by a hammer, sometimes it's best to use 
a scalpel, and restorative justice offers just that. 

Diversion programs could serve as an 
alternative avenue to restitution, where a 
defendant takes part in a community 
organization dedicated to public service and 
conflict resolution. Nonetheless, the 
appointment of a judge that already practices 
this approach could do wonders for the 
community. The whole idea behind restorative 
justice is not exclusively focused on the 
individual who commits a specific crime. The 
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City Council Ticker 

continued from page 5 


that the City of Ypsilanti shall pursue the 
creation of spaces for on-site consumption of 
cannabis. Council approves the amendment by 
a single vote. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Lois Richardson proposes 
an amendment to the ordinance that requires 
applicants enter the Community Benefits 
Agreement process. Council approves the 
amendment. 

Resident Organizing 

On Sept 10 Mayor Pro-Tern Allen-Richardson 
mentions during proposed business that there 
is an upcoming resident petition regarding 
speed control on Hawkins and Burton Ct. 

Flags 

On Aug 27 City Council receives and 
passes a resolution to limit the flags flown in 
City Hall to the flags of the city, state, and 
country, effectively removing the Black Lives 
Matter, transgender pride, and LGBTQ pride 
flags from Council chambers. The resolution 
was requested by City Manager McMullan, 
prepared by City Attorney John Barr, and 
sponsored by Mayor Pro-Tern Richardson and 
Councilmember Morgan. 

Councilmember Morgan states that it is 
critical to be inclusive of all members of the 
community, and that he does not think the 
flags add or take away from the work of City 
Council, adding that he has a clear 
understanding of who he represents beyond 
the flags. Councilmember Jennifer Symanns 
states that it would be difficult to draw the 
line about which groups to include, adding 
that Council support is shown through its 
actions. Councilmember Somerville states that 


suggesting that Council may face First 
Amendment rights issues is a fear tactic. She 
adds that she would feel comfortable refusing 
a request to display the Confederate flag 
because it represents hate, terrorism, and 
white supremacy. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Allen-Richardson states 
that the addition of the other flags was not 
originally displayed with Council approval. 
Councilmember Symanns asks City Attorney 
Barr what the city's legal exposure would be 
to retain the flags; he responds that it would 
be difficult to defend against a First 
Amendment suit once some flags are 
displayed. 

Arts Commission 

On Sept 24 City Council votes unan¬ 
imously to create an Ypsilanti Arts 
Commission. The ordinance states that City 
Council has determined that the presence of 
public art will advance the interests of the 
City, aid in the enhancement of property 
values, improve the aesthetic quality of public 
spaces and structures, provide cultural and 
recreational opportunities, contribute to the 
local heritage, stimulate economic activity and 
promote the general welfare of the 
community. 

Miscellaneous --—--— 

On Aug 27 Councilmember Steve Wilcoxen 
states he was a little disappointed with the low 
turnout of 12 people at the Ward 2 Visioning 
Session to update the city Master Plan. 131 


All information listed here can be found on the 
City's website at cityof ypsilanti.com /A gendaCente r 
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BR; I've never heard of that! *laughs* It’s more year, and then after that I don't know... 

just, you know, sometimes people would tip I might even get back into karaoke again! X3k 


Governor to 
Appoint Local Judge 

by Aaron Pall 

L 

W ashtenaw County's current judicial 
climate has been rocked by the 
news that 14A District Judge 
Richard Conlin decided to resign before his 
term would end next year, due to his 
Parkinson's Disease diagnosis. The 2020 race 
for his seat has now been thrown into limbo 
as the gubernatorial appointment will likely 
bolster the 2020 hopes for whoever is 
selected. Even though the circumstances are 
extremely unfortunate, this appointment poses 
an important opportunity for our county and 
for Michigan, in the interest of progress and 
representation. 

Currently, Judge Cedric Simpson is the only 
person of color serving as an elected judge in 
Washtenaw County. This is a visible problem 
for a county that often prides itself on its 
progressive values. As a former intern at the 
Washtenaw County Public Defender's Office, I 
have seen how this lack of representation 
sometimes plays out. Washtenaw has a 70% 
recidivism rate, which I feel is endemic to a 
profound issue of bias. Almost every case I 
witnessed seemed to involve an individual 
with an unresolved mental health issue who 
misunderstood what they had initially done 
wrong. Others simply made a mistake that 
they were often remorseful for. Even after 
they were sentenced, the conflict that led to 
this person's indictment was never resolved 
for the defendant nor the community. I believe 
that this is an issue that can only be solved by 
increasing the diversity of the court. However, 
a nuance in perspective could also be 
necessary for our new judge. 

It’s possible a candidate who embraces the 
pedagogy of restorative justice and prioritizes 
redemption over condemnation could be 
enough. The philosophy by its very nature 
involves a defendant acknowledging the wrong 
they have committed, and seeks to ensure this 


individual can learn and grow as a community 
member. The move would signal a long 
overdue departure from our county's overuse 
of punitive practices. Not all problems can be 
solved by a hammer, sometimes it's best to use 
a scalpel, and restorative justice offers just that. 

Diversion programs could serve as an 
alternative avenue to restitution, where a 
defendant takes part in a community 
organization dedicated to public service and 
conflict resolution. Nonetheless, the 
appointment of a judge that already practices 
this approach could do wonders for the 
community. The whole idea behind restorative 
justice is not exclusively focused on the 
individual who commits a specific crime. The 
philosophy includes taking a holistic look at 
our society, and how certain factors within 
our community may have influenced a person 
to commit a crime. Appointing a judge 
dedicated to this outlook could serve as a 
vehicle toward discovering the root of certain 
crimes, and why they are carried out. This 
move would promise a deeper conversation on 
crime as a communal problem. It’s not just an 
individualistic issue; such thoughts restrict us 
to the surface level of the problem. Excessive 
incarceration can perpetuate feelings of 
distrust that can escalate to harm. A judge that 
understands this approach could do wonders 
for our community. 

Furthermore, a judge of color from this 
school of thought, could inspire and reinvest 
faith in our county's criminal justice system, 
and most importantly our communities of 
color. Additionally, it would ensure a more 
prosperous Washtenaw County that embodies 
the progressive values it promises. The 
window to apply for the seat closed on 
October 17th. The community should express 
support for the applicant we believe will 
represent us best, because the Governor could 
make a decision some time soon. As a native 
of this community, I urge you to take action: 
make your voice heard on this important and 
urgent matter we face. Otherwise, the change 
we need could be delayed for another decade. 
Time that our community's most vulnerable 
may not have. XU 


flags add or take away from the work of City 
Council, adding that he has a clear 
understanding of who he represents beyond 
the flags. Councilmember Jennifer Symanns 
states that it would be difficult to draw the 
line about which groups to include, adding 
that Council support is shown through its 
actions. Councilmember Somerville states that 


On Aug 27 Councilmember Steve Wilcoxen 
states he was a little disappointed with the low 
turnout of 12 people at the Ward 2 Visioning 
Session to update the city Master Plan. XU 


All information listed here can be found on the 
City's website atAtyofyp silan ti xQ mjAgmdaCenter 


City Council Voting Records 
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Result 

Create Arts 
Commission 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Passed 

Remove 

Flags 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Passed 

Recreational 

Cannabis 

Absent 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Passed 

Purchase 
Washington 
St Property 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Passed 

Update Voting 
Info Given 
to Tenants 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Passed 

Sponsor 2019 
Heritage 
Festival 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Absent 

No 

Passed 

Stop 
Sponsorship 
of Future 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes . 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Passed 

Heritage Fests 









Approve 
non-residents 
to DDA 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Absent 

Yes 

Passed 

Extend 
HRC Chair 
Fellows' Term 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Failed 

(needs 5 votes) 

Commission 

Application 

Transparency 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Passed 
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New Community 
Garden at Sauk 
Trail Pointe 

by Christine Gliha 


T he community is growing at Sauk Trail 
Pointe, a series of two-story apartment 
units on W. Michigan Ave in Ypsi 
managed by the Ypsilanti Housing Commission 
and Deborah Strong Housing. Recently, the 
community center was updated with a new com¬ 
puter lab and other resources, and a new play¬ 
ground area was built This year, thanks to the 
hard work of its residents and the support of a 
local non-profit, Sauk Trail Pointe embraces the 
emerging food justice movement by building 
and maintaining their very own community garden. 

Local organizer and Sauk Trail Pointe 
resident Tanisha Goodgame led the efforts to 
build the new garden, starting with about a 
dozen beds, replacing unused lawn space on 
the east end of the community this spring. 
Working with local non-profit Growing Hope, 
organizers held a series of community meet¬ 
ings in 2018 to discuss interest in the garden 
and form long and short term goals. They plan 
to keep the site simple for the first few years 
and focus on cultivating plants that folks 
living at Sauk Trail Pointe can use for food. 
Families living at Sauk Trail Pointe make 60% 
of Area Median Income (AMI) or less which 
makes them a high-risk population for having 
limited access to fresh healthy produce. 


“Some people don’t have transportation or 
people to watch their kids,” Tanisha says as we 
look out at the garden in progress earlier this 
spring. “We want to try and get all the fresh 
fruit and vegetables that we can [...] so if 
you're low on produce you can come in and 
get these fresh products. [...] What is it that 
we want in our garden? What is it that we 
need more of? What is the produce that every 
month you run out of?” With these questions 
in mind, Tanisha sent out a survey to families 
living at Sauk Trail Pointe in order to figure 
out what to grow to make the most effective 
use of the new garden space. By mid-summer 
the garden was in full bloom. “We want to 
expand] This is going to be our trial run,” she 
says. “In order to have successful produce, and 
for it to grow, you have to know what you're 
doing So it's going to take a lot of labor, it's 
going to be time consuming and it's going to 
take dedication.” 

The project provides folks a place to relax, 
meditate and relieve their stress, and a space 
for the youth of Sauk Trail Pointe to learn 
valuable life skills. Tanisha explains: “We 
wanted to get these kids over here and teach 
them something natural, something fun and 
positive to do” She was inspired to build the 
garden in her community after seeing the 
success of Growing Hope's programs that have 
worked closely with the youth at Sauk Trail 
Pointe for the past several years. Growing 
Hope is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that works 
throughout Ypsilanti managing the Ypsilanti 
Farmers Markets, teaching classes on 
gardening and food preparation and offering 
assistance to home, school and community 



Sauk Trail Pointe s playground, community center, 
and new community garden, August 2019 


For some background on their programs, 
we contacted Bee Ayer, Program Director and 
Farm & Garden Manager at Growing Hope: 

“Once a week we do free cooking and gardening 
lessons with the youth at Sauk Trail Pointe, and 
that's the Seed to Plate program. [...] During the 
summer, we have the Teen Leadership Program [in 
which] teens get paid to come [to Growing Hope ] 
and learn about cooking gardening, nutrition. And 
then they use those skills and practice them through 
teaching lessons to younger youth. [...] The real 
precipice of the Teen Program is that we want to 
work with the teens so that they become leaders in 
fighting for a more just food system. [...] We talk 
with them about how our food system was designed 
post-slavery in the US and how things came to be. 
Everything from: Why is it that school lunches are 
only $1.10 per meal ? Why is it that school lunches 
are the way they are; why is it that we don't have a 
full service grocery store in Ypsilanti ? Why is it that 
USDA programs primarily support growers in white 
rural areas ? What’s at the root of the issues in our 
current food system and abo how do we change it?” 

"'When I was younger, my Grandma [...] had 
a garden,” Tanisha explains when I ask about 
her past gardening experiences. “We would be 
out there [...] pulling weeds up, weeding and 
planting and everything.” Seeing her kids 
engage with the Seed to Plate program 
renewed her interest in gardening: “At first I 
used to be like, ‘no I don't wanna be out there 
in that dirt or nothing but then I seen my son 
really liked it, doing it, so I said, ‘well, let me 
get out here and see.'” 

“Prior to Seed to Plate, kids didn't finish 
their vegetables, and now they do! They are 
becoming more open minded.” says Darlene 
Holiday, a Licensed Social Worker who 
works as a resource specialist onsite at Sauk 
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WHATSLEFT 


YPSILANTI 

Who We Are 

hat’s Left is a print and online 
quarterly news source for Ypsilantians 
that seeks to provide reliable political, 
personal, and community-centered news. We 
strive to function as a platform for local 
voices that centers the concerns of under¬ 
represented people in the community, and we 
need your help. 

If there's a story that you want to tell about 
your life in Ypsilanti or the broader comm¬ 
unity, let us know! If we published something 
that you loved, or something you didn’t, let 
us know! What's Left is dedicated to sharing 
the news of Ypsilanti and of the people that 
live here. 

You can reach us at contactffiwhats1eftypsi.com . 
Tell us if you'd like to be added to our email 
list, or you can follow our Facebook page for 
news, updates, and submission deadlines! !2i 


What’s Left reserves the right to choose to accept or reject 
any submission at any time. All submissions will be 
subject to edit and review, and every attempt will be made 
to give public voice to perspectives that are marginalized 
or ignored in mainstream media. If published, your 
writing will be accessible to all, and as such certain laws 
apply regarding libel, slander, and plagiarism. 


P r Connect with Us 

whatsleftypsi.com 
SI contact@whatsleftypsi.com 
n facebook.com/whatsleftypsi 
fe> patreon. com/whatsleftypsi 

















Families living at Sauk Trail Pointe make 60% 
of Area Median Income (AMI) or less which 
makes them a high-risk population for having 
limited access to fresh healthy produce. 


“Communities that 
suffer the most from 
food insecurity don’t 
have gardens.” 

—Darlene Holiday 


throughout Ypsilanti managing the Ypsilanti 
Farmers Markets, teaching classes on 
gardening and food preparation and offering 
assistance to home, school and community 


gardens. They run a home vegetable garden 
program that gives free garden beds to low- 
income residents in Ypsilanti. Three times per 
year they distribute seedlings to these gardens 
from their urban farm on W. Michigan Ave, 
next door to Sauk Trail Pointe. 


full serxnce grocery store In Ypsilanti? Why is it that 
USDA programs primarily support growers in white 
rural areas ? What's at the root of the issues in our 
current food system and also how do we change it?” 

"When I was younger, my Grandma [...] had 
a garden,” Tanisha explains when I ask about 
her past gardening experiences. “We would be 
out there [...] pulling weeds up, weeding and 
planting and everything.” Seeing her kids 
engage with the Seed to Plate program 
renewed her interest in gardening: “At first I 
used to be like, ‘no I don't wanna be out there 
in that dirt or nothing' but then I seen my son 
really liked it, doing it, so I said, ‘well, let me 
get out here and see.'” 

“Prior to Seed to Plate, kids didn't finish 
their vegetables, and now they do! They are 
becoming more open minded.” says Darlene 
Holiday, a Licensed Social Worker who 
works as a resource specialist onsite at Sauk 
Trail Pointe through EMU's Family 
Empowerment Program. Darlene has noticed 
many positive effects that cultivating their 
own fresh produce has had at Sauk Trail 
Pointe. She adds, “Communities that suffer the 
most from food insecurity don't have gardens.” 
As Tanisha puts it: “If I could grow this, and 
it's helping me, how many more people can it 
help?” XU 

Visit whatsleftypsicom for links to extended audio from 
our interview with Tanisha Goodgame and Bee Ayer. 

Photos by Nick Mitchell 


Sources: ygsi lantih c.org growinghope.net hun gerandhealtkfeedingamerica.org/understand-food-insecurity 



A Short List of 
Problematic Menu 
Items in Ypsilanti 
Eateries 

by Sheffield Cook 

k 

"Crack in a Sack" — Ypsi Alehouse 

These problematic com puffs are on proud 
and distasteful display at the Alehouse. Made 
in Plymouth, Michigan, the snack reportedly 
sells well and sits in a plexiglass case by the register. 


We are hoping to hear them pick a new 
name. Maybe "Crack In A Sack" could take a 
page from HopCat’s book, who renamed their 
“Crack Fries” to “Cosmik Fries.” You can 
contact the snack makers at crackinasack.com . 

"The Hobo" — Sidetrack Bar & Grill 

We know it's a train-themed restaurant, but 
in a city with a large homeless population, 
many of whom are underage, this isn't a funny 
or appropriate moniker for a chicken sandwich. 

"The Basic Chick" — Ma Lou's 

At first glance, it's a decent pun, but this 
recent addition to our vernacular is an 
othering putdown and prototypically sexist. 


"Man-Mosa" — Bobcat Bonnie's 

A bigger, stronger mimosa for the stronger 
gender, right? This branding is misguided and 
sad, and brings to mind the Sledgehammer 
branded wines “for the savvy manly man.” 

Despite their recent opening, Man-Mosas 
may not be on the menu until sometime 
(perhaps never, fingers crossed) in the future, 
because full brunch service isn't currently 
available at the Ypsi location. 

REDACTED — Arbor Brewing Company 

As an addendum, we want to congratulate 
Corner Brewery (ABC) for discontinuing a 
problematically named beer. Cheers! XU 


rr\8 


Wharx I.eft reserves the right to choose to accept or reject 
any submission at any time. All submissions will be 
subject to edit and review, and every attempt will be made 
to give public voice to perspectives that are marginalized 
or ignored in mainstream media. If published, your 
writing will be accessible to all, and as such certain laws 
apply regarding libel, slander, and plagiarism. 
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